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principle of human brotherhood and solidarity, with all which 
that implies. Is not this a legitimate undertaking ? Nay ! is it 
not the supreme duty laid upon us who live in the world of to- 
day? This great emprise may, indeed, be thwarted at this or 
that particular moment or under this or that particular set of 
circumstances, but as a whole it can neither be permanently 
withstood, nor ultimately defeated. Those who set themselves 
against this Zeitgeist can no more successfully cope with it than 
could Dame Partington with her mop keep back the ocean's ad- 
vancing tide. The movement of human progress is not in a uni- 
form direction, but it is oscillatory. For generations the pend- 
ulum had been swinging in the direction of individualism, laissez 
/aire, and unrestricted competition. It is now swinging and for 
many a long day it will not cease to swing in the opposite direc- 
tion, the direction of concerted effort and of corporate respon- 
sibility; in a word, towards the realization and application 
of what Professor Nash calls "the social conscience." Those 
who are wise in reading the signs of the times will know how to 
labor side by side and shoulder to shoulder with their fellows in 
attacking and endeavoring to solve in the spirit of love, coopera- 
tion and helpfulness the vast and intricate problems of our pres- 
ent-day American civilization. 

W. S. Bishop. 

The City, the Hope of Democracy. By Frederic C. Howe, Ph.D. 
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. 1905. 

In many generations the South pursued an exclusively agri- 
cultural development, and, though the type of civilization thus 
evolved was characterized by many noble traits and has left an 
unique impression upon history, economically the experiment 
was a failure. Now, in the age of growing industrialism, before 
the vision of the South lies the certain prospect of rapid urban 
expansion. How shall the new conditions be met? As South- 
ern cities one by one shake off their village habits and become 
dense marts of trade and smoky furnaces of manufacture, must 
phases of social misfortune, every inartistic blunder, every finan- 
cial error, every political crime be repeated ? The condition of 
many leading cities of the present South would seem, we fear, 
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to wring a melancholy assent from even confirmed political opti- 
mists. 

But to him who has work to do, the story of what work has 
been done is ever grateful and of good cheer. Mr. Frederic 
C. Howe's work is a highly interesting book, which deals with 
the subject in a novel and suggestive way. The author has 
deliberately departed from the usual methods, either of sticking 
to the description of city governments, or of revealing their 
corruptions, which characterize most texts. Instead, the book 
refers the whole phenomena of the city's life to an economic 
interpretation. The book is a practical essay or series of essays 
directed to the understanding of the people rather than to the 
technical demands of the special student. 

Of course it is the great cities of the North and East which 
are drawn upon for most of the illustrative examples both of evil 
and of good. But the manufacturer of Birmingham, the lawyer of 
Nashville, the officeholder of New Orleans will each recognize 
as more or less developed within his own municipality at least 
some of the problems or tendencies evidenced in the growth of 
others. 

Mr. Howe does not run away from the evils of the city; he 
gives us no clap-trap about "the increasing commercialism of 
our time." He faces the dangers of the future at their very 
center and sees, notwithstanding the difficulties and discourage- 
ments which confront municipal reform, that where there is 
growth there is life, and that where there is life there is hope — 
the hope of democracy. 



